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Xx Staff Editorial 


MSU's focus 
should remain 
on academics 


Difficult budgetary decisions loom for the adminis- 
tration of Missouri State University. 

In the coming months and years, MSU President 
Michael Nietzel will be forced to stretch the financial 
resources of the university like never before. 

How he decides to handle this conundrum will have 
far reaching consequences for current students, future 
students, faculty, staff and the university in general. 

Even assuming the Missouri General Assembly 
follows the recommendation of Governor Jay Nixon 
to maintain current funding for four-year universities 
for the next fiscal year, climbing enrollment combined 
with a stagnant budget poses a significant challenge 
for the university’s number crunchers. 

But with all this uncertainty, Missouri State Uni- 
versity must take great care in maintaining its most 
important mission. 

Academics. 

While cuts may have to be made in areas such as 
administrative salaries, grounds keeping, research, 
minor building repairs and perhaps even athletics, the 
classroom must not be compromised. 

Keep class sizes small. Recruit and retain quality 
instructors. Continue to offer degrees in a multitude 
of fields, even if some areas prove less cost effective 
than others. 

And beyond anything else, work to make those edu- 
cational opportunities available to all who seek them. 

Keep tuition low. And continue offering scholar- 
ships to assist those who might not otherwise be able 
to attend. 

The academic mission of the university must come 
first. 

Available education. 

Affordable education. 

Quality education. 


-Zach Becker 
For the Editorial Board 


Chivalry still alive on campus 


more people around, or any other number of reasons, but 
the fact still stands that I am not treated as well there as I 


What is it with guys at Missouri State? 


Now, before you boys bristle up and start claiming that 


you haven’t done anything wrong, hold on a second. 

This is one girl who thinks you’re doing something... 
right. 

I didn’t notice it at first, most likely 
because I was scurrying around trying 
to find my correct classes and looking 
like I fit in with all the determined 
sweatpants-wearing students around 
me. 

But eventually I started to notice 
the little things. 

The guy holding the door open for a 
second if I was behind him, the casual 
glance behind to make sure I got in 
without being slammed in the face 
by a glass door, the “excuse me” if he 
accidentally brushed my shoulder with 
his backpack. 


What is it about this school that has preserved chivalry in 


men? 
When I go home to Kansas City, it’s different. 
Maybe it’s the fact that it’s a big city, or that there are 


am in Springfield by strangers. 


I am sure there are girls reading this article right now 
scoffing at my words, saying that Missouri State Uni- 


still exists. 


thank you. 


thanks. 


versity is full of jerks that don’t treat girls right and 
don’t care about women’s feelings, etc. 
I’m sure that’s true about some people, but as 
a whole I have come to realize that the courtly 
love and respect preached in Arthurian novels 


In fact, it exists right in front of us. 

So to that guy in the black pea coat who 
waited a good minute for me to walk to the 
door so he could open it for me at Brick City, 


To the three boys who rushed to my side 
in the library when I dropped a few books, 


To the gentlemen who continue to say “sorry” and “ex- 


ners, this is for you. 


cuse me”, to the ones who have remembered their man- 


Know there at least a few girls on this campus that ap- 


preciate what you do. 
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Being a part of the Missouri State 
University Pistol Team may involve a little 
more than simply aiming at targets and 
pulling a trigger. 

For Matthew Rottler, the club president 
and a senior in business management at 
Missouri State, shooting can be exhausting. 
“Shooting (is) the most challenging thing 
I’ve ever done,” he said. “It’s 90 percent 
mental.” 

With the challenge, though, can come 
much success. Unbeknownst to many, the 
pistol team has been a sports organization 
on campus since the 1970s. They are 
consistently invited to the national 
competition, placing in the top 10 schools 
in the nation consecutively for the past 13 
years. 

Rottler heads the team, but no official 
coach guides them from year to year. “It’s 
all self-taught,” he explained. “We teach 
each other.” Each member passes on their 
knowledge to the next, therefore maintaining 
the pistol team through shared student 
experience and example. 

One member in particular, the only girl on 
the team, had never shot a gun before joining. 
With a little practice and some guidance, 
Alex Griffeth quickly advanced to win the 
national competition a couple of years ago 
with 574 points out of 600 points, eventually 
competing internationally and even trying 
out for the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 

With sectionals just over two weeks 
away, the team continues to practice twice 
a week. According to Rottler, this year is 
a “pivotal year to make it” because of all 
the new members. Many of the previous top 
members have graduated, so the new crew 
needs a chance to establish their records. 


Shooting for Success 


No reason to worry, though, because the 
guys are keeping up with the pressure. The 
team has already proven successful in the 
two home matches against Texas A & M 
University and North Georgia University, 
some placing first individually and others 
among the top five. They continue to 
compete with various schools, including 
“all the big shots,” as Rottler put it, shooting 
against the Army, Navy, Marines and other 
tough competitors. 

As a team of eight members, they each 
bring a unique flair to the group with their 
talents and individual reasons for enjoying 
shooting. 

“TI like it because you have to push 
yourself,” said David Nicholson, freshman 
criminology and psychology major. “You 
can’t blame anybody else for messing up 
your shots.” 

A little friendly competition even entered 
the air when Nicholson talked about club 
president Rottler. 

“Beating Matt (Rottler is) the No. 1 
goal of everybody,” Nicholson said with a 
smile, while the rest of the team laughed in 
agreement. 

The team welcomes new members, 
inviting anyone interested to come shoot on 
club days in the Hammons Student Center 
basement, no matter the extent of their 
experience. 

“Just learn to shoot,” Rottler encourages. 
“We do have a good time.” 

Last year brought an impressive turn- 
out, and over half of the participants were 
female. Most, like Griffeth, had never shot a 
gun before. Although the open shoots have 
not been officially scheduled yet, they will 
take place once or twice a month. 

For more information, contact Matthew 
Rottler at Rottler3 16@missouristate.edu. 


stol Team aims to win 


Courtesy Photos 

Above, Missouri State Pistol Team President Matthew Rottler shoots during a 
standard match. At left, team member Alex Griffeth aims and fires during the 
Women’s Air competition at the 2008 national competition. 
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Tent Theatre requests 
auditions by students 


Missouri State 
University’s Tent Theatre 
will hold auditions for its 
summer productions on 
Feb. 15 in Ellis Recital 
Hall. The productions slated 
for the upcoming Tent 
Theatre season include the 
musicals “Altar Boyz” and 
“Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor § Dreamcoat” 
and the play “The Miss 
Firecracker Contest.” 

A movement audition 
for the musicals will begin 
at 10 a.m. for men and at 
11 a.m. for women. Those 
auditioning for a singing 
role should prepare 45 
seconds of a contemporary 
musical theatre song; 
an accompanist will be 
provided. If auditioning for 
a speaking role, prepare a 
one minute contemporary 


monologue. Those interested 
in auditioning are asked 
to call (417) 836-4644 to 
schedule an audition time. 

Those applying for a 
technical position may go 
online to www.tenttheatre. 
com for an _ application. 
The Tent Theatre rehearsal 
period begins May 25 with 
the final performance on 
July 19. Monetary award 
is based upon experience, 
time commitment and 
ability. A weekly stipend 
of up to $250 will be given 
to all company members. 
Additionally, some members 
may be provided on-campus 
housing. 

For more _ information, 
contact Mark Templeton, 
managing director, at (417) 
836-4644 or marktempleton 
@missouristate.edu. 


‘Sur’ Board 


Websites worth going to... 


Submit your own contributions by emailing us at msu. 
underground@gmail.com. Send in your favorites and 
see them here! Well, not here, but in the next paper. 


Hulu.com — Ever try to watch movies and shows on 


youtube? Notice how they keep disappearing? Well, 
Hulu has a license from over 100 content providers 
that make it possible to watch entire episodes of shows 
like Family Guy, Saturday Night Live, The Simpsons 
and even Doogie Howser, M.D., free for viewing at no 
cost to you. 


Half.com — When it comes time to buying textbooks, 
sometimes you just can’t get anything used. If you try 
this site, there’s a good chance you will find it used and 
cheaper, though it may be in Florida. A great resource 
for buying inexpensive textbooks at a bargain. 


Allmusic.com — A great resource for discovering 
musicians, and bands with similar styles to your 
favorite artists. Nearly thorough lists of albums, 
artist biographies, genera classification, almost any 
information you could think of. If you ever wanted to 
know more about a band you’ve been getting into or 
were looking for someone with the same sound who 
you hadn’t heard yet, this is where you’ll find them. 


www.adultswim.com/games - Dark, strange and 

pretty much awesome games. Pre-Med students will 

enjoy Amateur Surgeon, history majors can play Viva 

Caligula and everyone who’s played a fighting game 

will like “Rock Paper Scissors Extreme Deathmatch.” 
aR 


Jennifer Becker/The Underground 
A thin sheet of ice covers the Missouri State Bear outside JQH Arena during the early morning hours on Tues- 
day, Jan. 27. An ice storm forced university officials to cancel evening classes on Monday and all classes on 

Tuesday. 


BKD establishes second Chair of Accountancy 


Missouri State University now 
has its 26th privately named faculty 
position. BKD, LLP in Springfield 
has established the BKD Chair of 
Accountancy in the Missouri State 
College of Business. It is the second 
such chair funded by BKD. 

This is the 23rd new endowed 
faculty position established since 2005 
when Dr. Michael T. Nietzel became 
president; there were three when he 
arrived. 

Nietzel has had the endowed chairs 
as a priority, with the ultimate goal of 
having at least 70 endowed positions, 
which is about 10 percent of the full- 
time faculty positions. 

“Missouri State University is 
extremely grateful for the creation of 
a second BKD Chair in Accountancy,” 
said Nietzel. “This investment by BKD 
will allow Missouri State to recruit 
another outstanding faculty member to 
our excellent School of Accountancy, 
which is strengthening its national 
reputation as a superb program for the 


Why These Movies Rule (Or Don't Rule) 


Underworld: Rise of the Lycans (2009) - This prequel to 
Underworld and Underworld: Evolution has more action- 
packed goodness, but is set in medieval history instead of 
contemporary times. A few scenes could have used some 
work, such as Sonya’s execution, but overall... Hooray for 


more vampire and lycanthrope action! 


Baby Mama (2008) - This movie would have been better if 
the surrogate mother hadn’t been so fantastically immature, 


education of accountants.” 

The process will begin immediately 
to recruit a nationally-recognized 
faculty member to the second BKD 
Chair in Accountancy, according to 
Dr. Ron Bottin, dean of the College of 
Business Administration. 

“The support that BKD has provided 
to the School of Accountancy within 
the College of Business is truly 
phenomenal,” said Bottin. “We are 
honored and privileged that they have 
elected to expand their investment in 
our program.” 

BKD is one of the 10 largest CPA 
and advisory firms in the United 
States, with more than $350 million in 
revenues. 

BKD’s client service is provided by 
2,000+ CPAs, advisers and dedicated 
staff in 31 offices located in 12 states. 

BKD prides itself on providing 
clients “experience expertise, insight, 
ideas and attention to help them 
achieve their financial goals.” 

BKD’s client list includes individuals 


and closely held and _ publicly 
traded businesses in health care, 
manufacturing, distribution, financial 
services, construction and real estate, 
not-for-profit organizations and 
governmental entities. 

The firm provides a number of 
other services to its clients in areas 
such as wealth management; business 
succession planning; forensic and 
dispute management; risk management; 


state, local and international tax; 
employee benefit plans; and 
information technology. 


“We have enjoyed a very strong 
and mutually beneficial relationship 
with Missouri State University over 
many years,” said John Wanamaker, 
managing partner at BKD. “One of 
the greatest benefits is the number of 
outstanding graduates we have hired 
and continue to hire from Missouri 
State. The graduates of the School 
of Accountancy at Missouri State 
have helped make us the firm we are 
today.” 


by Jessica Lynn Green 


which unfortunately, was the premise of the movie. The 
plot was good, but the acting left a bit to be desired in the 
audience-to-movie sympathy department. 

Ratatouille (2007) - Pixar did fantastic with this film about 
a rat who wanted to be a chef. The graphics are top-level, 


the plot is put together and carried out very well for an 


being too cliché. 


animation, and the end of the movie is satisfying without 


Parliament system makes more sense 


Recently, one of Obama’s ap- 
pointees, Carol Brown, was dis- 
covered to be a member of the So- 
cialist International’s Commission 
for a Sustainable World Society. 

Whilst it sent right-wing blog- 
gers to their keyboards to send out 
the call of “socialism” and ‘world 
government’ with gleeful grins on 
their faces, it set me to thinking. 

Why in this day and age is it 
STILL so onerous to be a social- 
ist? 

My next thought was about 
representational government. In 
America, a self-proclaimed So- 
cialist and agnostic is unelectable. 

Often, as in the election in 2008, 
socialism is used to denigrate the 
candidate. So who is representing 
those in the ‘unelectable’ segment 
of the populace in the Congress? 

Wouldn’t a parliamentary sys- 
tem make more sense? It seems 
to make sense to our ex-executive 
legislature. 

When we formed Iraq’s new 
government, it wasn’t a presiden- 
tial system, it was a parliamentary 
one. 

Thinking of the last two years 
of Bush’s reign, wouldn’t it have 
made more sense to dissolve his 
government (which had a 20 per- 
cent approval rating which left 
him as one of the lamest ducks in 
history) and send him home rather 
than endure his failures for the rest 
of the term? 

A prime minister can try and 
form a new government, acknowl- 
edging that he no longer enjoyed 
the confidence of his party and 
constituency, but preserving his 
party’s rule -- that is essentially 


what Tony Blair recently did, pav- 
ing the way for his Labour Party 
ally Gordon Brown to take over as 
prime minister. 

But if there is still a dramatic lack 
of support, the government falls 
and new elections are called. Vot- 
ers don’t have to wait many long 
months, perhaps years, before 
they get to weigh in _ 
again. a 

The prime min- 
ister is not elect- 
ed directly by 
the voters, but 
rather is the top 
leader of the 
political party, 
or parties, that 
holds a major- 
ity of seats in 
the national =e 
legislature. This 
ensures that the 
executive and legislative branches 
mostly move in synch. 

In our system, the president is 
elected, more or less, by a popu- 
lar vote as is the congress, often 
resulting in a president from one 
party governing with a majority of 
the other party. Stymied from the 
get go, the term is spent in attempt- 
ing negotiation, also known as the 
“quest for the elusive bi-partisan- 
ship.” We know how THAT goes! 

With a prime minister, the top 
dog of the party there would be no 
more two-party presidential elec- 
tions, no more electoral college. 
Each vote would count as cast, not 
as in a winner-take-all victory. 

Another aspect of a parliamen- 
tary system, the one which would 
answer my question “Who repre- 


sents the unrepresentable?” is that 
it is representational and propor- 
tional. 

Voters choose one area represen- 
tational candidate for the national 
legislature. The plurality of the 
winners then composes the next 
legislature. The party with the 
most votes is the dominate party. 

There is seldom a huge 
party majority, so the 
government is one of 

coalitions. 

BUT all parties 
receive proportion- 
al power within 
that legislature... 

meaning that the 
legislature could 
be composed of 
several parties, 
with different 
percentages of 
power. 

Whilst this method produces a 
more fragmented legislature, it 
does ensure proportional represen- 
tation. 

The libertarians, the greens, the 
socialists, all would be represent- 
ed. 

Do you remember Ross Perot? 
He received 19 percent of the pop- 
ular vote in 1992, but no electoral 
votes. Who represented that 19 
percent of voters? Not a soul. 

In reality, our current party sys- 
tem is already composed of frag- 
ments. There are the right-rights, 
center-rights, left-rights, centers, 
right-lefts, center-lefts, and the 
left-lefts, with many coalitions 
within each niche, not to mention 
the tiny parties unable to compete 
because our election cycles are 


dominated by big parties with big 
money. 

Because parliamentary elections 
are not held in the scheduled man- 
ner of America, once every 2-to-6 
years, elections would not be the 
money-based races they are now. 
It wouldn’t be financially feasible, 
especially if the parliament can 
(and sometimes is!) dissolved in a 
rapid cycle over a short period of 
time. 

This would enable smaller par- 
ties to compete on a more level 
playing ground, enhancing propor- 
tional representation. 

No more “wasted votes.” 

This type of bloc voting would 
also encourage more responsibil- 
ity in the legislature, reducing the 
amount of time “campaigning” 
and increasing the amount of time 
legislating. 


y \™ 


To me, it would solve many of 
the problems we currently grapple 
with: the lack of a broad spectrum 
of electable candidates due to 
the increasing cost of campaigns 
which eliminate the underfunded 
candidates, the “single-issue” 
voter, “wasted votes”, campaign 
finance issues and the all or noth- 
ing election cycle. 

Legislatures could focus on leg- 
islating rather than campaigning 
and the little understood delegate/ 
electoral college system would be 
put to rest. 

Republicans would have still 
won in 2000, but their cycle would 
have ended in 2006 when another 
party took over, with Prime Minis- 
ter Bush passing the torch to Prime 
Minister Pelosi. The thought alone 
is enough to start a campaign for 
the parliamentary system! 


Tired of crappy TP advertising 


Cut the crap. 


They use bears, puppies, royalty, clouds 
and even babies, but is all this squatting 
around the subject really neces- 


sary? 

And do these cute little im- 
ages really help sell toilet 
paper? 

People crap. They use 
toilet paper to wipe it off 
their butts. I don’t think it’s 
a big revelation. 

Granted, it is not the most 
lovely topic to rip into, but 
when you make your living 
selling toilet paper, it seems 
logical that you’d have to at 
least mention it when promoting 
your product. 


Logic, though, in this instance, seems to 
have gone down the toilet in favor of cute 
babies, cuddly dogs or other images ass- 


~Editorin=@ne: 


backwards to the actual function of toilet 
paper. 


a 


tential for comic relief. 


Perhaps the closest to advertising 
truth I’ve seen out of the indus- 
try comes from Charmin, with 
the cuddly cartoon bear 
who takes us to the heart 
of the wilderness where 
he and his friends line up 
to take dumps next to a 
tree (and use Charmin, 
of course). 
Given the size and 
diet of a bear, I’d prob- 
ably recommend other 
animals stay clear of that 
tree afterwards. 
All kidding aside, while the 
Charmin ads are creative, they still just run 
around the truth of the product. 
The sad thing is, there is just so much po- 


mercials. 


hope. 


TP brand. 
ShitBegone. 


Unfortunately, the originators of this prod- 


I think a toilet pa- 
per company that 
flushed all the eu- 
phemistic bullcrap 
of their competi- 
tors and made some 
very creative and 
funny commercials 
could really turn the 
industry on its ass. 

And there may be 


A brief search of the web found one such 


Heck, in the last 
10 paragraphs, 
I’ve come up with 
enough bad puns to 
fill multiple com- 


uct apparently did not know 
their shit, so to speak. 

After selling 150,000 
roles, they are now look- 
ing for someone to take on 
their name and logo for a 
small royalty fee and crank 
up production on ShitBe- 
gone once again . 

With the right person 
pushing the product, Shit- 
Begone could eventually 
take the throne in the TP 
industry, forcing the com- 
petition to sit down and 
take notice. 

Heck, I would buy it. At the 


least, I think it could be a top seller 
at Spencer gifts. 


Is anyone up to the challenge? 
I hope so, cause I’m tired of all the crap 


the TP industry calls advertising. 


A look Underground: Behind the scenes with the creators 


Zach’s wife, Jenny, an MBA student from Ellsworth, 
Kans., is serving as the publisher of the paper, handling most 
of the business aspects of the publication. She also has “the 
final say as wife of the editor,” she remarks half-jokingly. 

Jenny shares Zach’s view of providing students more 

options when it comes to campus coverage. 


You probably have some questions about the newspaper in 
your hand. Like, what is this? What’s the point? Why should 
I read it? Well, P’ll try and answer those as best I can if you 
just give me a few moments. 

First of all, this is not the sort of newspaper that you see 
twelve copies of in your neighbor’s yard back home or 
in vending machines for a handful of pocket change 
nobody ever has, but the kind of newspaper that’s 
free and isn’t about obscure people or strangers 
who you don’t know or care about. 

This is a newspaper made by students at 
Missouri State for everyone who is a part 
of MSU. It’s about your fellow students, 
your teachers, school activities and other 
happenings that might affect your life as 
an MSU student. And the twice-a-month 
publication is completely independent from 
the university, meaning it has the freedom 
to cover controversial topics without the 
conflicts of interest inherent in official student 
newspapers. We are not even an official student organization 
or receive funding from the university. 

Second, what’s the point? I had to ask our editor about this. 
Zach Becker is a graduate student from Great Bend, Kans., 
working towards his Master’s of Business Administration 
degree. 

He feels that there’s a need for another newspaper on 
campus, because it is difficult for one news organization to 
cover all facets of life on a large university. 

“The more options people have for their news, the better it 
is for students,” he said. 


Nathana 


“T want this paper to appeal to all students 

on campus,” she said. “I want to get at the 

essence of what it means to be a student 
at Missouri State.” 

Zach’s goal is to listen to the 
“heartbeat of campus” and create 
an open forum that gives students 

the chance to easily contribute 

and participate in the MSU 
community. He also wants to 
create a more graphical format 
to the paper than seen in The 
Standard, with larger photos, 
more in depth features and more varied 


rd Bassett 


content. 

So why should you read The Underground? Because it’s 
about you! 

Zach says this paper isn’t going to be just topical news 
coverage or a repeat of stories you’ll see in the other paper. 
Instead, its focus is telling “the story within the story. What’s 
really happening on campus.” 

And he has experience doing this. Zach and Jenny 
previously started a student newspaper called The Edge at 
their undergraduate college, Fort Hays State University in 
Hays, Kans. During that time, The Edge won many awards 


from the Kansas Associated Collegiate Press, and Zach 
himself was named First Runner-Up Kansas Collegiate 
Journalist of the Year in 2007. They operated that paper 
successfully for several years before moving on to Missouri 
State. 

Zach sets the bar high for The Underground staff, aiming to 
cover all stories with “honesty, accuracy, integrity, fairness, 
and public service.” 

By doing this, we’ll prove to students we can be a trusted 
voice on MSU. That way, our investigative stories and 
coverage of controversial subjects can be fair and accurate. 

The Underground is entirely student run; written by 
students, communicated via email, produced on a PC 
in the Beckers’ apartment and printed in Monett, where 
it’s distributed at the school and local businesses. It’s a 
very flexible system that allows for maximum student 
involvement, independent from the university. 

The paper is funded entirely by advertising and is a sole 
proprietorship owned by Zach and Jenny. 

Once you know all of this, the newspaper in your hand 
becomes more than just another piece of paper. It’s an 
opportunity for you to be involved in your school community. 
The Underground is actively seeking student volunteers. 
Time commitments are entirely up to the individual student 
and the paper works around your schedule. 

There are plans to include new and unique content, from 
a faith page for all students’ beliefs, to sports commentary 
and intramural sports coverage, as well as video and audio 
content available online. If you have a story or a voice to 
be heard, The Underground will give you a chance to make 
that happen. 


LOOK HERE! 


(Thousands of MSU student will look here, too!) 


Advertise in The Underground and make sure all those students 
know about the products or services you provide. 


Effectively reach the MSU market without breaking your budget. 


Rates start as low as $25 per issue. 
Contact us at msu.underground@gmail.com or call us (417) 883-4622. Wednesday, Feb. 25 


Next month’s issues: 
Wednesday, Feb. 11 


Print Journalism majors look to future 


Nathanael Edward Bassett 
Contributor 

Journalism is a field in transition, as many 
news outlets are moving toward media 
convergence - the combining of traditional 
print media, radio, and television, all 
delivered to audiences online. 

With this transition, many traditional 
print outlets are facing serious declines in 
advertising revenue. And the job prospects 
for potential print journalists looks dim, as 
many newspapers and magazines are either 
making major layoffs or closing altogether. 

With this in mind, why would any student 
major in print journalism? 

Well, there are nearly a hundred students 
at Missouri State in the Print Journalism 
degree program, and as one student jokingly 
put it, “We’re screwed.” 

Many are disheartened by the struggles of 
the industry and the job market, as circulation 
numbers for many national papers has been 
declining for decades. 

“(’m) definitely not optimistic about the 
potential to actually get a job in journalism,” 
said Zane Debunk, print journalism major. 

And indeed, looking for a job with a 
newspaper is a challenge, and climbing the 
ladder means a lot of work and moving to a 
major city where the competition is tough. 

It’s common for newspapers to have an 
online edition, with features and content such 
as video, podcasts and frequent updates. 


Most journalists are expected to be 
“backpack” journalists, always on the move 
and utilizing web tools to keep their readers 
in the know, with dynamic content people 
can comment and participate with online. 

This is a far cry from the 
traditional work of a reporter 
in decades past, who only 
worked in one media. 

Students involved with the 
print journalism program are 
aware of the challenges they 
are facing in the future and 
know they'll need training in 
web journalism and internet 
tools in order to stay ahead of 
the pack. 

To this end, Missouri 
State faculty have created 
experimental classes that cover 
these subjects. However, some instructors 
are taking it a step further. 

The jobs journalism students will be 
asked to do in the future will be nothing like 
those of the past, according to journalism 
professor Dr. Andrew Cline. Because of 
this, he requires all students in his classes to 
keep a media web log. This provides a great 
training tool for preparing students for job 
opportunities that will require those skills. 

But Dr. Cline is not the only one who is 
concerned about the future of his students. 

He says that faculty in the journalism 


-Dr. Andrew Cline 
Journalism Professor 


department meet regularly to check over the 
program and be sure it’s meeting the needs 

of the students. 
Thanks to these meetings, they’ve 
implemented incremental changes in the 
program over the 


years. 
“(The Internet presents a) ‘For instance, 
j j : : in Dr. Cline’s 
situation to make journalism photojournalism 
better than it's ever been. rouse ae ae 

, H een integrate 
It's the dawning ofa great into the course 
new age.” work, helping the 
students become 


more familiar with 
the tools that are 
fast becoming vital 
to any aspiring 
journalist. 

Despite all the technological changes in 
the industry, the print journalism faculty 
are optimistic about the future. While the 
popular notion is that the web has destroyed 
print journalism, Dr. Cline said it instead 
presents a “situation to make journalism 
better than it’s ever been. It’s the dawning 
of a great new age.” 

Rather than focus on the decline in print 
journalism jobs, students in Dr. Cline’s class 
see the situation as an evolution of journalism 
rather than an extinction. Most are eager for 
more web journalism courses and would 


like to see some of the experimental classes 
become a regular part of the degree. 

However, most of the print journalism 
students agree that the program still teaches 
the core journalistic skills, which, as Dr. 
Cline says, do not and will not change. 

Media convergence, though, is drastically 
changing the world of journalism. Today, 
people expect not only to read their news, 
but also hear and see it, as well as participate 
in it. 

This revolutionary change that is taking 
place in the news media is also slowly 
transforming the print journalism program 
at Missouri State. 

As time goes on, students with a degree 
in print journalism can expect to be better 
prepared than the reporters of the past, and 
this will enable them to secure futures in a 
market that is rapidly evolving. 

If Dr. Cline is right, the nation may “finally 
reach a day in which a greater number of 
people will recognize themselves in the 
news.” According to Dr. Cline, the news 
has traditionally given us the information 
we need to be free and self governing. If we 
are able to see ourselves in the news, then 
perhaps we will lose feelings of apathy and 
un-involvement in our society. The future 
of journalism may not be the loss of the 
industry, but the chance for people to better 
relate to their community and improve the 
world. 


Driving Drunk Is Bad! 


Appoint a designated driver and avoid the risk... 


The D.D. gets free non-alcoholic drinks at the following Springfield establishments: 


The Abyss Classic Sports Martha's Vineyard _ Sir Gregory's Billiards 
Applebee's Ernie Biggs Midnight Rodeo South Avenue Pizza 
The Boogie Harlow's Nathan P. Springfield Brewing 
The Burgundy Room __Harpo's Murphy's Company 

Cartoon's Oyster Hooters The Pasta House Traffic Downtown 
Casey's Icon Ray's Lounge Club 

Chili's Jordan Creek The Rockwell Trolley's 


The Cheers program is sponsored by the Missouri 
Department of Highway Safety & GAMMA. 


CitKERS 


TO THE DESIGNATED DRIVER 


Across 


Talking statue from "Legends of the Hidden Temple" (5) 
: Villain and leader of MAD in "Inspector Gadget" (4) 


Society; "Are You Afraid of the Dark" (8) 
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Adams 
Arthur 
Buchanan 
Bush 
Carter 
Cleveland 
Clinton 
Coolidge 
Eisenhower 
Fillmore 
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( 
Clarissa's brother's first name on "Clarissa Explains it All" (8) 
Superhero on "Doug" (8) 
Tommy's last name on "Rugrats" (7) 


; featured a mannequin that came to life at night (7) 


dential Word 
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Word Bank 
Ford Johnson 
Franklin Kennedy 
Garfield Lincoln 
Grant Madison 
Harding McKinley 
Harrison Monroe 
Hayes Nixon 
Hoover Obama 
Jackson Pierce 
Jefferson Polk 


Z2PHrmuansezavugadncah GHo 
HAM OHA PK HAHHQPHNG 
Ee fawOsantasA << OH OOA nan GE 
QAOWKDDAPAHATPK AN 
SuUUNHAHPRPHEPEeGAwWH 
Olmeoreent OG POND Oe 
AHAnNnMNABAZoOKWMFAHAROS 
Cexte@eezit@nes UW ZOnHUPrs 


Character's whose shorts were saluted on "Salute your Shorts" (7) 
Town where the show "Doug" is set (1 1) 


Last name of Doug's crush on the show "Doug" (10) 
Doug's last name on the show "Doug" (5) ® 
Name of the chief on "Inspector Gadget" (6) [i 
Owner of the ranch on "Hey Dude" 
Cross between a feline and a canine (6) 


Ren and 


Last name of the host of "Double Dare" (7)! f 
Last name of Pete and Pete from "The Adventures of Pete and Pete" (7) 
"T'm ,I'm 


and Kel (5) 


Reagan 
Roosevelt 
Taft 

Taylor 
Truman 
Tyler 
VanBuren 
Washington 
Wilson 


, leave me aloney!"; Weinerville (5) 


Crossword Answers 


Quick Mixer 
Algebra’ 


Ingredients: 
1 oz. Light Rum 
1/2 oz. Triple Sec 
2 tsp. Lemon Juice 


(5) 


Directions: 

Take a shaker and fill it halfway 
with ice cubes. Combine the 
ingredients within the shaker and 
mix thouroughly. Strain into a 
cocktail glass and enjoy. 


Source: www.boozemonger.com 


® Quote of 
the Day 


The Office “Wikipedia is the best thing 

airs on NBC ever. Anyone in the world can 
every Thurs- write anything they want about 
day at 8 p.m. 


any subject, so you know 
you are getting the best 
possible information.” 
-Michael Scott 
Regional Manager 
Dunder Mifflin 


Looking for student contributors... 


Join a fun, exciting and rewarding activity, while building your 
resume and portfolio. No experience necessary. 


Email us at msu.underground@gmail.com; www.MSU-Underground.com 


